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SEVENTH MODIFICATION OF STANDING ORDER REGARDING CORONAVIRUS 

DISEASE (COVID-19) MITIGATION TO ALL TRAVIS COUNTY JUSTICES OF THE 

PEACE (JUSTICE COURTS) (Order No. 09) 

1. The Justices of the Peace in Travis County issue this order pursuant by the authority granted 

by law, by all emergency orders regarding the COVID-19 state of disaster issued by the 

Supreme Court of Texas and Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas, and any applicable 

federal laws and orders. The Travis County Justices of the Peace issue the following order 

to avoid risk to court staff, parties, attorneys, jurors, and the public in regards to COVID-

19.  

2. This order supplements all previous COVID-19 related standing orders from the Travis 

County Justices of the Peace.  

3. Due to the continued COVID-19 disaster declarations by the federal, state, and Travis 

County governments; the number of COVID-19 cases in the Austin-Travis County area; 

relevant gubernatorial executive orders; relevant Travis County Judge’s Orders; the 

relevant Supreme Court of Texas emergency orders, the Justices of the Peace in Travis 

County find it necessary to order:  

a. The abatement of eviction cases, specifically paragraph 3a-c from the Travis 

County Justices of the Peace Standing Order No. 8, will remain in effect until its 

expiration on September 30, 2020.  

b. After September 30, 2020, a trial under Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 510.7 in a 

residential eviction case is automatically abated until after December 31, 2020 if:  
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i. The grounds for eviction are solely for non-payment of rent/housing 

payments, and 

ii. The defendant’s/tenant’s portion of the monthly rent/housing payment of 

the premises is $2,475.00 a month or less.  

c. This order does not release a plaintiff’s/landlord’s obligation to comply with 

paragraph 3 of The Supreme Court of Texas’ Twenty-Fifth Emergency Order 

Regarding the COVID-19 State of Disaster (restated in paragraph 4a of this order). 

Additionally, if all the statements are true for a defendant/tenant in a declaration 

under penalty of perjury for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 

Temporary Halt in Evictions to Prevent the Further Spread of COVID-19 (“CDC 

Declaration”), the defendant/tenant is encouraged to submit the CDC Declaration 

with the justice court and provide a copy of the submitted CDC Declaration to the 

plaintiff/landlord, even if the eviction case is automatically abated under paragraph 

3b. 

d. Writs of possession for cases that have been abated prior to September 30, 2020 for 

evictions solely on the basis for non-payment of rent/housing payments will 

continue to be abated until after Dec. 31, 2020 if the defendant/tenant has filed a 

CDC Declaration with the justice court prior to the writ of possession’s execution. 

e.  A defendant/tenant, where the defendant’s/tenant’s portion of the monthly 

rent/housing payment of the premises is more than $2,475 a month must file a CDC 

Declaration to abate an eviction case under the CDC Order or The Supreme Court 

of Texas’ Twenty-Fifth Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 State of 

Disaster. 

f. For residential eviction cases heard after October 1, 2020, if a justice court finds 

that the plaintiff/landlord has alleged grounds for the eviction case other than non-

payment of rent/housing payments as a pretext due to the defendant/tenant 

submitting a CDC Declaration to the plaintiff/landlord prior to the eviction case 

being filed or was a pretext to circumvent paragraph 3 of this order or the CDC 

Order, the Justice Court shall abate or dismiss the case. The justice court may also 

sanction the plaintiff/landlord or its agents for the pretextual filing. 
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g. A sample CDC Declaration is attached to this order titled, Declaration under 

Penalty of Perjury for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Temporary 

Halt in Evictions to Prevent Further Spread of COVID-19. The sample declaration 

or a similar declaration may be used. 

4. In any action for eviction to recover possession of residential property under Chapter 24 of 

the Texas Property Code and Rule 510 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure: 

a. A sworn original, amended, or supplemental petition containing “a description of 

the facts and grounds for eviction” required by Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 

510.3(a)(2) must state whether or not:  

i. The premises are a “covered dwelling” subject to Section 4024 of the 

CARES Act; 

ii. The plaintiff/landlord is a “multifamily borrower” under forbearance 

subject to Section 4023 of the CARES Act;  

iii. The plaintiff/landlord has provided the defendant with 30 days’ notice to 

vacate under Sections 4024(c) and 4023(e) of the CARES Act; and  

iv. The defendant/tenant has provided the plaintiff/landlord with a declaration 

under the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s agency order, titled 

Temporary Halt in Residential Evictions to Prevent the Further Spread of 

COVID-19, (“CDC Order”) that took effect on September 4, 2020 

b. Consistent with paragraph 3c of the Supreme Court of Texas’ Twenty-Fifth 

Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 State of Disaster, plaintiffs/landlords 

in all residential eviction cases are required to file with the Justice Court, and serve 

on the defendants/tenants, a sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration under penalty 

of perjury verifying the information required in paragraph 4a if that information is 

not apparent in the sworn original petition.  

i. A justice court may dismiss without prejudice due to an insufficient 

pleading, any eviction case covered under paragraph 4 after the justice court 

has provided notice to both parties that the information required in 

paragraph 4 is potentially missing and giving the plaintiff/landlord at least 

14 days to cure the pleading. 
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ii. Filing with the Justice Court a sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration under 

penalty of perjury to verify the information required in paragraph 4a, and 

serving it on the defendant/tenant, will be sufficient to meet the 

requirements imposed by paragraph 4a and 4b.  

iii. Attached to this order is a sample sworn affidavit/or unsworn declaration 

under penalty of perjury to verify the information required in paragraph 4a, 

titled Verification of Compliance with Sections 4023 and 4024 of the 

CARES Act and the CDC Issued Federal Moratorium Order. If a 

plaintiff/landlord wishes to use another form to comply with this order, the 

substantive information contained in the sample must be contained in the 

plaintiff’s form.  

5. Any jury trial until Dec. 1, 2020 must be tried remotely consistent with The Supreme Court 

of Texas’ Twenty-Sixth Emergency Order Regarding the COVID-19 State of Disaster. 

6. This order does not diminish the Justices of the Peace’s ability to continue to issue 

judgments, orders, and rulings by submission if already authorized by law to do so for non-

eviction cases.  

7. No warrants based on failing to appear or for violating a promise to appear to a justice court 

for a traffic/Class C citation will be issued until after Dec. 31, 2020.  

8. In order to alleviate the threat of COVID-19 in county jails, the Justices of the Peace 

temporarily suspend active warrants for all misdemeanor Class C offenses from their 

courts until January 1, 2021. All the requirements and conditions of the warrants 

previously signed by the Justices of the Peace remain in effect but are suspended during 

this state of emergency. For the effective suspension, the Travis County Sheriff’s Office, 

Travis County Constables, and all other law enforcement agencies are directed to relate 

this order to all law enforcement officers requesting confirmation of warrants, so that 

they are aware not to bring Class C defendants to the jail. 
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Therefore, all warrants for misdemeanor Class C offenses from the Justices of the Peace 

are temporarily suspended until January 1, 2021. For the duration of this suspension, the 

Travis County Sheriff’s Office is ordered to not accept a defendant who solely has a 

Class C misdemeanor warrant from the Travis County Justices of the Peace.  

9. A justice court may require new filings to be limited to E-File (EFileTexas.gov) or to the 

Justice Court’s designated filing email as noticed in each Justice Court’s website.  

10. Each justice court is authorized to limit building access to comply with any 

recommendations/orders from county public health officials regarding limiting the number 

of people in a public space or room, including but not limited to screening whether a 

person’s business with the Justice Court falls into court business and limiting the hours a 

justice court is open to the public. If a justice court limits the hours it is open to the public, 

notice of such limitations shall be posted on the Justice Court’s official website and at its 

main entrance.  

11. This order is in effect October 1, 2020, except as otherwise stated herein, and shall remain 

in effect until modified/rescinded by the Travis County Justices of the Peace. The time 

periods in this order may be extended in a subsequent order if required.  

The undersigned Justice of the Peace has the necessary authority and authorization to sign this 

order on behalf of the five Justices of the Peace in Travis County. All Justices of the Peace in 

Travis County approve this order: Judges Yvonne Williams, Randall Slagle, Sylvia Holmes, Raúl 

González, and Nicholas Chu. 

Signed on September 24, 2020 at 2:00 PM 

______________________________________________ 

Judge Nicholas Chu 

On behalf of the Justices of the Peace in Travis County, TX 
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Declaration under Penalty of Perjury for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 

Temporary Halt in Evictions to Prevent Further Spread of COVID-19 (1 page) and Verification of 

Compliance with Sections 4023 and 4024 of the CARES Act and the CDC Issued Federal 

Moratorium Order (4 pages) sample documents are attached to this order  
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