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1960s, completely shut down its restaurant.” Old Dixie was not
dead yer.

At just abour this very moment, the strongest attack yet on segre-
gation in Austin emerged in other quarters. In March, the Citizens’
Committee for a Human Relations Ordinance, comprised of a num-
ber of black Austin residents, decided to confront segregation head-
on.” The members of the group concluded that it would be a good
idea to develop a human relations commission in Austin, one that
would seek to implement desegregation in the full gamur of Austin's
public facilities, even its businesses. Obviously they were willing to
tread on very dangerous, even sacred, territory. The group asked
Professor Joseph Witherspoon, of the University of Texas Law
School, to help draft a design for such a commission as well as an or-
dinance that would outlaw mr:gntiﬂn.h Witherspoon had been
through a couple of interesting civil rights cases in Austin. In the late
19405, he had been a member of the group thar successfully halted
the practice of restrictive covenants designed to keep Jewish residents
from living in Rollingwood, a suburb of Austin.” Witherspoon soon
helped the Citizens’ Committee to develop a plan to implement an
ordinance similar to one recently passed in El Paso, Texas.”" This
ordinance imposed criminal penalties on any business that practiced
segregation. Witherspoon believed the criminal penalties were too
severe, thus incapable of enforcement through the court system. In-
stead he urged some kind of civil devices, and argued for an adjudica-
tive process of persuasion and negotiation.

Witherspoon, the Citizens' Committee, and other people also held
a series of public meetings at which they sought to hammer out the
purposes and designs of their plans. The whole thing was a long,
drawn-out affair, one that sought the opinions of many residents.
Several workshop meetings were held with members of the City
Council. The Citizens' Committee hoped to reach some kind of
agreement with the council on a responsible and feasible ordinance.
The council members listened closely to the concerns of the black
residents. They heard the plans for an ordinance, and the advisabilty
of seeking legal means to implement desegregation in Austin, But
they also balked at the proposals. Their counterarguments were more
or less the standard repertoire.

Some council members—but not Emma Long—argued that the
problem of racial discrimination was a moral, not a legal, one. There-
fore, it could only be solved as the moral enlightenment of the com-



